PREFACE

IT is not our intention in this book to enter into
competition with the numerous responsible and
subtle commentator's, who have analysed and
described Jean Sibelius the composer and his
work in an excellent way. We are attracted by
a hitherto untrodden field and have devoted our
interest to Jean Sibelius the man, the unique
personality behind his work. Whenever we have
found it necessary to discuss some of the creations
of this master hand as especially typical of impor-
tant stages \>f his life and of striking features of
his personality, we have kept our analysis and
characterisation on the plane of common humanity.

An attempt to give a complete picture of Jean
Sibelius the man calls for no excuse. Like every
artist of a high order Sibelius has exerted an
influence on his contemporaries far in excess of
the limits of the direct effects of his art. As a
proclaimer in music of the feelings and dreams
of his people he has become a leading figure in
the history of Finland, as a fearless combatant